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Cinderblock construction for cold store

THE Emantini Seed
Bank 1in Swaziland has
showcased simple con-
struction methods and
innovative use of mate-
rials so as to sculpt the

user’s experience in an
unexpected and inspir-
ing way. It 1s hoped that
this landmark project
by the Paragon Group
will encourage its rep-

lication as a template
for similar Seed Banks
elsewhere.

The Emantini Seed
Bank i1s a hi-tech form
ol conservation to safe-

| genetics.

guard genetic diver-
sity whereby scientists
collect and document
seeds, and then store
them in a refrigerated
facility, effectively cre-
ating a ‘library’ of plant
The project
consists of two well-in-
sulated refrigerated
storage [facilities, a
laboratory, amenities,
and a courtyard space
designed to host func-

tions.

The project briet
specified a tight budget.
“Our success 1s testa-
ment to how we, as a
practice, can add value
to any project by making
the most of any budget.
It also demonstrates
our mastery in design,
and a capability to work
in any market sector,”
Paragon Group Archi-
tect Dewald Veldsman

explains. Mouaz Sabha
assisted with the con-
struction packages,
while Kim Newell car-
ried out the initial 3D
visualisations.

Due to the budgetary
constraints, the most
cost-effective construc-
tion method was to
use cinderblocks. “The
humble cinderblock is
no stranger to a rural
context. By demonstrat-

ing that one can use
unfinished, cost-eflec-
tive concrete blocks to
create a beautiful piece
of architecture, you
hopetully inspire and
encourage others in the
community to do the
same,” Veldsman high-
lights.
These
were

cinderblocks
manufactured
locally, which means
minimal  transporta-
tion costs. Some of the
blocks were altered by
placing them on their
sides on a shutter board,
and pouring concrete 1n
to form a base. These
altered blocks were then
used for the ‘holes” in
the wall, as well as for
planters and lights. The
faces of the blocks were
topped off with a matt
sealer.

The Emantini Seed
Bank is located on a pri-
vate estate, and forms
part of a private nature
reserve, nursery, and
botanical garden. The
main contractor was
AMS Construction,
under the leadership
of Director Carlos dos
Santos, who collabo-
rated with the Paragon
Group on the Malk-
erns Square Estate and
Matsapha Link Shop-
ping Centre, both 1n
Swaziland. These pro-
jects also focused on
conventional construc-
tion methodologies,
materials, and non-spe-
cialised skills.
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